
INSTRUCTIONS
• Use black ink.
• Answer either Question 1 or Question 2 in Section A, and Question 3 in Section B. 
• Write your answer to each question on the Answer Booklet.
• Do not write in the barcodes.

INFORMATION
• The total mark for this paper is 50.
• The marks for each question are shown in brackets [  ].
• Quality of extended responses will be assessed in questions marked with an 

asterisk (*).
• This document consists of 4 pages.

© OCR 2016 [601/4843/3]
DC (RW) 126572/1

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

AS Level History A
Y239 African Kingdoms c.1400–c.1800: four case studies

Wednesday 25 May 2016 – Afternoon
Time allowed: 1 hour 30 minutes

You must have:
• the OCR 12-page Answer Booklet 

(OCR12 sent with general stationery)

*
6
3
7
7
8
9
0
0
0
0
*

Turn over
OCR is an exempt Charity



2

Y239 Jun16© OCR 2016

SECTION A

Answer ONE question.

1* ‘Economic growth was the most important factor enabling the Obas of Benin to consolidate their 
power in the Sixteenth Century.’ How far do you agree? [30]

2* ‘The greatest challenge faced by the rulers of Songhay in the period 1464–1591 was the size of 
their empire.’ How far do you agree? [30]
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SECTION B

3 Read the interpretation and then answer the question that follows:

 ‘The seeds of Oyo’s collapse lay in internal political problems.’

 J.D. Fage, A History of Africa, 2002 

 Evaluate the strengths and limitations of this interpretation about the reasons for the decline of 
Oyo’s power, making reference to other interpretations that you have studied. [20]

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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